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March 6, 2019 
 
The Honorable Roy Blunt   The Honorable Patty Murray 
Chairman     Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and  Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human  
Human Services, Education, and  Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies     Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations   Committee on Appropriations  
U.S. Senate      U.S. Senate 
260 Russell Senate Office Building  154 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC  20515   Washington DC 20515 
    

Dear Chairman Blunt and Ranking Member Murray: 

On behalf of the undersigned patient and provider organizations, we urge you to provide funding 
to support implementation of the COPD National Action Plan that was developed by the 
Department of Health and Human Services.  Specifically, we request you provide $25 million in 
new funding for the National Heart Lung and Blood Institute and an additional $3 million for the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention 
and Health to implement steps outlined in the COPD National Action Plan. 

What is COPD? 
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, or COPD, refers to a group of diseases that cause 
airflow blockage and breathing-related problems. It includes emphysema and chronic bronchitis.   
In the United States, tobacco smoke is the leading risk factor for COPD. However, in recent 
years, we have become aware of the increasing role of other exposures that can lead to COPD.  
These include air pollutants in the home and workplace, genetic factors, and respiratory 
infections.  In the developing world, indoor air quality caused by biofuels for heating and cooking 
are thought to play a larger role in the development and progression of COPD than it does in the 
United States. 

Who has COPD? 
Chronic lower respiratory disease, primarily COPD, was the third leading cause of death in the 
United States in 2014. Almost 15.7 million Americans (6.4%) reported that they have been 
diagnosed with COPD, although CDC estimates that there are an additional 12-15 million more 
Americans with undiagnosed COPD.  COPD is losing ground compared to other leading chronic 
diseases as they decrease more quickly. The following groups were more likely to report COPD:  

• People aged 65 years or more 
• Non-Hispanic Whites and American Indian/Alaska Natives  
• Women 

https://www.namdrc.org/
http://emphysema.net/bindex.asp
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• Individuals with a family income below the federal poverty threshold. 
• Individuals with less than a high school education 
• Those with behavioral health issues 
• Individuals with alpha-1 anti-trypsin deficiency 
• Individuals living in rural areas  
• Individuals with low income  
• Current or former smokers 
• People with a history of asthma 
• Individuals with an activity limitation. 

COPD Action Plan 
Concerned about the growing incidence of COPD, Congress directed the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to craft a comprehensive 
federal plan to tackle the disease. In response, the NIH’s National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute (NHLBI) collaborated with the CDC and other federal partners to organize several 
interagency workshops that laid the groundwork for a plan. During the workshops, participants 
discussed and developed several core goals the Action Plan would address.  

Finalized in 2017, the COPD National Action Plan established 5 goals to address COPD in the 
U.S., including: 

1. Empower people with COPD, their families, and caregivers to recognize and reduce the 
burden of COPD.  

2. Improve the prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and management of COPD by improving 
the quality of care delivered across the health care continuum.  

3. Collect, analyze, report, and disseminate COPD-related public health data that drive 
change and track progress.  

4. Increase and sustain research to better understand the prevention, pathogenesis, 
diagnosis, treatment, and management of COPD.  

5. Translate national policy, educational, and program recommendations into research and 
public health care actions. 

COPD Research 
There are around 650,000 COPD-related hospitalizations in the U.S. each year.   Further, there 
is a large number of Americans at risk of developing COPD over the next two decades.  
Research to reduce the risk and burden from COPD is urgently needed.  COPD research 
priorities include discovery science (e.g., identifying genetic risk factors for COPD) and delivery 
science (e.g., developing and implementing strategies that help patients receive the care they 
need).   

We must advocate for research funding for both discovery science and delivery science - with a 
focus on helping patients and enhancing support systems to improve quality of life- which are 
needed to reduce the health impact of COPD.  Research activities include: 

•        Supporting clinical trials that help us to deliver the care that patients need 
•        Supporting research to establish COPD biomarkers  
•        Expanding COPD genetics research 

COPD National Action Plan Funding Request 
Provide $25 million in new funding for the NIH National Heart Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI) 
to begin implementation of the COPD National Action Plan in fiscal year 2020. The NHLBI 
would utilize this funding to coordinate the activities of federal agencies to implement the action 
plan and expand researcher investments to prevent, detect, manage and cure COPD.   
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Additionally, provide $3 million in new funding at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in fiscal year 2020. COPD funding at CDC is needed to initiate and expand COPD 
surveillance, analysis and prevention services.  

 
We greatly appreciate your consideration of our request for funding in the Fiscal Year 2020 
budget to implement the COPD National Action Plan. 
 
Alpha-1 Foundation 
American Association for Respiratory Care 
American College of Chest Physicians (CHEST) 
American Lung Association 
American Thoracic Society 
COPD Foundation 
Dorney-Koppel Foundation 
EFFORTS 
HiCOPD 
National Association for Medical Direction of Respiratory Care 
Respiratory Health Association  
US COPD Coalition 
 
 

 

 


